
Resolution 7/81   

 WORLD FOOD DAY 

THE CONFERENCE, 

Recalling Resolution 1/79 establishing World Food Day to be observed annually on 16 

October, the anniversary of the founding of the Food and Agriculture Organization of the 

United Nations, 

Noting with satisfaction the outstanding response by Member States of the Organization, 

including leadership and participation by Heads of State and Ministers, in activities which 

have assured widespread public recognition of World Food Day and practical efforts in 

pursuance of its objectives as established in paragraph 1 of Resolution 1/79, 

Commending highly the Director-General for this successful implementation of the 

Resolution, 

Appreciating the flow of information, initiatives, and assistance from Headquarters, 

Regional Offices and FAO Representatives' staff to Member Nations and Non-

governmental Organizations in organizing activities at the national, regional and 

international level, 

Expressing appreciation to Governments and institutions which through their voluntary 

financial contributions have supported the observance of the first World Food Day, 

Convinced that the world food situation more than ever justifies support for "the 

necessary long-term effort to overcome widespread malnutrition", for giving priority to 

food and agricultural development, and for the role therein of the Food and Agriculture 

Organization, 

Believing that the maintenance and enhancement of World Food Day activities on an 

annual basis requires continuous initiative and effort, under the leadership of the Food 

and Agriculture Organization, at national, regional and international levels, 

1. Expresses its appreciation to all Member Governments, the Food and Agriculture 
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Organization of the United Nations, all organizing authorities and Non-

governmental Organizations involved at national, regional and international levels 

for the successful organization of activities celebrating the first World Food Day on 

16 October 1981; 

2. Strongly recommends the intensification of these efforts in future years, so as to 

increase public awareness of the problems of the world food situation and of the need 

to develop greater self-reliance, foster economic and technical cooperation, and 

strengthen cooperative action, including the efforts of FAO, at the international level, in 

the struggle against hunger, malnutrition and poverty; 

3. Urges Member Governments and Non-governmental Organizations to take the 

necessary steps towards this end, particularly with a view to improving domestic food 

production, promoting participation by the rural masses in decisions and measures 

affecting their development, closing the gap between actual and potential yields, 

promoting greater self-reliance, and improving living standards for the rural poor; 

4. Requests the Director-General to take all necessary measures within approved 

budgetary resources to assist Member Governments, Non-governmental Organizations 

and other bodies in these efforts, including, as appropriate, publications, information, 

and other relevant activities directed towards promoting exchanges of experience and 

new ideas, sustaining public interest, developing practical follow-up actions, promoting 

self-financing activities supported by voluntary extra-budgetary contributions for 

World Food Day activities and to report regularly on progress made to the Conference. 

(Adopted 25 November 1981) 

2


